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The Other Westons

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

As we make our way down Sum!us
Street, we come 1o lwo beau-
tiful Capes. One faces (he %
road, The John Weston &
House, while the John
Jr. Housc sits (urther back ofl (his ancient
cart way. It is impossible (o speuk ol one
house history without discussion ol the other par-
cel and homestead - their stories are so entwined,
beginning with a land grant received in ‘1696, This

Weston

continued on page 22
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Weston family's livelihoods,
like their relatives on Powder
Paint, depended on the sea,
which hrought them both pros-
pertty and tragedy. The John
Weston House, the oldest house
an our tour, will also tike us
buck to the days ol the Ameri-
can Revolution. A pathway
can be more than just i road 1o
the shipyard s shore. 1ean
Jead to tales of bravery and pa-
teintisng, which once told re-
main as an example of our fore-
Fathers' struggles for success
and [recdom.
The John Weston House
204 Surplus Streel

In 1696, John Weston was
granted a parcel of land on Sur-
plus Street. Atthe time, he was
living at the Nook on the west-
ern side of Captain’s Hill
where he made his living as a
shipwright. There are no
records of when and who built
this lovely house which origi-
nully was a half-Cape. We do

with wile Sarah Standish
Weston und a new baby son,
Micuh. Three generations of
Westons now resided in the hall
Cape.

John Weston had learmned his
trade in shipbuilding at the Tho-
mas Prince shipyard by Eagles
Nest Creek. This shipyard is
believed 1o be town's lirst ship-
yard, with Duxbury's ship-
huilding enterprises beginning
in 1719 when Thonms Prince
built his Tirst vessel made of
wild eherry wood. Alter Weston
moved to Surplus Street he
turncd his talents toward an-
other Duxbury industry- weav-
ing.

There were other weavers in
the Surplus Street arca at the
time. “In the Weechertown
arca, along South Station
Street, there were at least two
men who were weavers, known
to have employed one or more
in their shop,” noted
Wentworth, Weaving, like
shoemaking, originated as a
home business by the wives of

.'J". AT

This old photo taken of the
ol the properly.

eonrtexy of Soane and Havey BRIl

that his wile had given birth 1o
five children, and his step-
maother and half-brother were
still Tiving i the Cape house.

The property benelited not
only from Abner's hard work,
but also from the woman he had
married- Sarah  Standish
Weston.  As the great-grand-
daughter of Myles Standish, her
family's prosperity proved an
asset for Abner and Sarah. Her
father provided a substantial
dowry of furniture and live
stock, and she would later in-

The John
Surplus Streel lour.
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Weston House buill in 1731 is the oldes! house on our

Pliester by Shellv Beabin

know, however, that John
Weston sold his Nook property
in 1731 after his first wife
Deborah Delano passed away.
Around the same time, his el-
dest son Abner had marricd
Sarah Standish, the great grand-
daughter of Captain Myles
Standish. “It scems certain that
John and Abner went from the
Nook to the grant (on Surplus)
since there is no record of ci-
ther of them owning any other
house in Duxbury, or else-
where, after leaving the Nook,"”
noted Dorothy Wentworth, the
former town hislorian,

It is believed John Weston
built the house at 204 Surplus
Street in 1729, in anticipation
of his cldest son s wedding to
Sarah, Only two years later,
however, John also moved into
the Cape on Surplus Street,
along with his sceond wile
Rebeeea and a Tour-year-old
son, David. John Weston was
68 years old when he left the
Nook to retire Lo Surplus Street.
His son Abner, married in 1730,

the houschold. As the industry
grew, some weavers built long
buildings near their homestead
for their looms. John Weston
may have worked for onc of
these shops.

Unfortunately, John did not
live long in the Cape house on
Surplus Street. He dicd in his
sleep in 1736 with the recorded
cause of death being ‘night-
mares,’ which he is said to have
experienced regularly, There
was 1o transfer of title through
decd or will [rom John Weston
to his son Abner who was still
living in the house with his
wile, infuml son, step-mother
and hall brother. Tt was com-
mon prictice for a son to take
aver the operation of the -
ily farm, and thus obtain pos-
session of the property without
deed, will or objection from
other family members. This
was the case for the John
Weston House,

In addition 1o farming his
propeny, Abner was most likely
ashipwright. By 1744, he had

herit a substantial sum of
money, 20 pounds, from her
father. “A considerable amount
al that time when many be-
quests were lor shillings,” said
Wentworth,

In April of 1759, Abner's
twir sons, Scth and Micah,
Juined  Captain John
Wadswaorth's Company which
went to Cansda s joined the
Enghish forces to fight the
French. Fortunately, both sons
returned From the wa, and soon
marricd- Micah 1o Bethia
Oldham and Scth to Desire
Jenny.

Micah, like most Duxbury
boys, was lured to the sca and
worked as a mariner when he
returned from Canada, “Tradi-
tion, love of adventure, desire
to see the world, and the social
prestige of the shipmaster’s
calling were partly responsible
for Yankee boys going o seu,”
noted Samuel Eliot Morison in
his book, The Maritime History
of Massachusetts 1783 - 1860.
The other advantage to this type
of work was high wages. By
1799, one scafaring company,
for example, paid boys $8 o
$10 a month, seamen $14
$17 per month, and petty offic-
ers up o $24 month. Report-
cdly, by 1812 American scamen

made an average of $22.50 per
month, This was a substantial
amount of money considering
Towd sl sheller was also pro-
vided during the long stays al
s, A common laborer in New
England, on the other hand,
camed aboul cighty cents a day
in 1810, which had to also pay
for housing and food expenses.
It appears Micah was able to
provide well for his family, and
maintain the Weston homestead
from his marincr wagces.

Good wages came with a
price, however, for scalaring
young men. “Many of them

Journey Down Surplus Street - Part IX

caming marriage” o Sarah
Sampson, said Wentworth, The
transler is wnigue in that it gave
Micah 2/3s interest in the
Swhole of his o™ ine 1
e Domese o ontbanildimgs, ol

Fames, Abner's gramdson, 113
miterest, which iepresented land
anly.

Although away at sea o
long stretehes, Micah sulbman-
aged o have seven childien
with s wile, Bethia, all of
whonm were raised i this Cape
Conl. His eldest son James en-
listed in both the army and navy
during the luter part of the
Revolutionary War,

“He served aboard the
schooners that ran the Mritish
hlckade i an eflon 1o have
somie trade with const ports and
also to keep in touch with the
other lowns,” noted
Wentworth,

James Weston, along with
three other Duxbury men- Con-
sider Glass, Thomas Chandler,
and Asa Tour- served as the
crew for Samuel Chandler's
schooner, the Folly Johnson,
under the command of Captain
John Winsor. [twas captured by

w1

This IrnmnI room of the John Weslon House was later added, converling
Ihe house from a hall-house lo a full Cape.
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Phester by Dl Kot 2

never returned from their dan-
gerous calling,” noted Morison.
This would be true Tor two
Weston family members.
Micah's brother, Scth, who was
killed by lightening while at
sca, and Mical's son John -lost
at sea around 1798,

Micah's mother, Surah
Standish Weston, passcd away
in 1779. Following her death,
Abner decded his property over
*to his son and grandson, in an
unusual double transfer that
may have been in consideration

of James' age, 24, and his forh-
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llems lound in e celling of the John Weston House during renova-
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a British ship, the Persever-
ance. The British crew took the
schooner out for a cruise Lo de-
lermine its sailing abilities,
Fortunately lor James Weston
and his companions, the encmy
returned the next day releasing
them back on the Polly
Johnson,

These Duxbury men were
very lucky considering the out-
come of an earlier British cap-
ture ol a Duxbury schvoner be-
longing to Elijah Sampson,
which was set on fire off the
beach shore, This schooner’s
crew met adifferent [ate as they
were placed on a prison ship in
New Jersey where all but two
Duxbury men died. For the
Weston Family, James” caplure
by the British must have been
an exciting bedtime story for
Iis children and gramdehildien
1o listen o around the large
keeping room hearth,

By the end of 1785, James
T mnreed Sarale Sampson
el Bd s Biest el Sally,
Tragedy occurred in 1787
when the couple’s twins dicd
only a few days after birth,
Another loss would follow, as
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their daughter Sally died at the
age of len, wo years alter the
birth ef their son James Jr. The
couple then had Olis born in
1797, who grew up with his
brother Jumes Jr. and lived
tong and fruitful life in the Cape
house on Surplus Street.

A bedroom in the northwest
corner ol the Juhn Weston
house reveals a later addition,
which expanded the hall-Cape
it s Ml Cape Cod. AL the
tiie, this expansion provided
Al r's spinsier da shier,
ol ber v liv
ters. There are two cellars,
which alsa indicate the vriginal
house was @ hall-house Tater
convered. Theolder section of
the house has a dirt root cellar,
while the extension of the Cape
maintains a cellar with a field-
stone wall, “Each was entered
by a trap door opeiing in the
floor, the usual way until carly
in the [800s," nolcd
Weniworth,

The John Weston house has
been beautifully restored and
maintained over the many years
of ownership. The long wood
planks and original doors are
treasures from the carly 18"
century. A door in the original
part ofthe house is from & ship
and dites (o the 17008, noted
Jane Ekblom, who purchased
the house with her husband
Harry in 1991,

During renovations of the
keeping room's low ceiling,
items such as i lady's glove, a
tiny teacup, picees of porcelain,
and an inkboutle were discov-
cred, *“The former owner's,
David and Diantha Pallerson,
gave us a shocbox filled with
the things found in the ceiling
and also items they dug up,
such as the front section of a
man's leather shoe, which are
from the shoemaking business
which happencd here,” said
June Ekhlom. {sce photo) Otis
Weston, the lasl Weston lo own
the property, was i shoemaker
by trade,

John Westan built his fam-
ily a sturdy structure as evi-
denced by the large beams
found throughout the original

o The Other Westons

house. Toduy, the comer beams
are still exposed s o reminder
of his workmanship. “When
we went o have lwo sconces
instatled in the dining room, we
found horizontal beams that
were § by 15 inches thick, and
ihe electrician hud 1o take the
shingles ofT the outside of the
house just to get them in, A two
day project just for two lights,”
laughed Ekhlom.

What is most remarkable
ahont the lonse, however, is Hhe
Fact that five generations of
Westons iesidal hene. Mustly
mariners and men ol the Revo-
lution War who after making
the extension from a hall Cape
to a full, never felt the need to
make any ather substantial ad-
ditions, leaving the property
virtually unchanged until it fi-
nally went out of the Weston
family in 1881,

John Weslon, Jr. House

218 Surplus Slreet

Although this lovely Cape
Cod was built around 1821 by
John Weston, Jr., its history
goes [urther back o a 1696 land
srant, and carly deed transac-
tions in the Weston Family. In
1794, Micah Weston, son of
Abner Weston, sold the Family
homestend at 204 Surplus
Street along with surrounding
land to his son John soon aller
John's marriage to Priscilla
Stetson.  John had made sub-
stantial improvements to the
farmhouse prior o his actual
uwnership, The decd transic-
tion maintained a clause which
allowed his father Micah and
mother Bethia Weston to re-
main living in the residence "as
long as they live in this world,”

‘A year later, John purchased
from his brother James a 10-
acre parcel of lind abutting the
Family homestead,

The sea brought both pros-
perity and tragedy to the
Weston  Tamily, however,
John's plims for the property
came to an abrupt end when he
was lost at seuin 1798, Except
for the ten acres purchascd
from his brother James, the re-
maining land and house al 204
Surplus Street reveried back 1o

comrtexy of De. Allen vod Joanne Lihey

John's father Micah, The
widow Priscilla retaincd the
ten-acre parcel for her infant
son to have one day.

A year later, Priscilla mar-
ried Wait Wadsworth who wis
ulso recently widowed and had
a sizeable family, including o
child the sume age as John
Weston, Jr. Wail Wadsworth,
as we know from Part VIolthis
series, was a1 blacksmith whu
provided well for his Gunily.
His trade was growing due (o
the shiphuilding industry 's
need lor ironworkers, John
Weston, Jr. grew up not far
rom his Weston relatives on
Surplus Street. From his step-
lather, he learned the black-
smith trde,

It is not until John Jr.'s mar-
riage to Hannah Soule in
182 1 that the ten-area ot comes
back into the story. This ten
acres would be the place John
Jr. would build a large Cape
Cod house with a buck ell lor
his new wile Hannab, Their
first child, also named Hannah,
was born there in 1822,

Six more children would be
horn in the Cape's small
homing room ofl the oversized
keeping room.  Their seeond
child, a daughter, died at live
weeks old, Then came John in
1827, George Loring in 1827,
Abba in 1830, Nathaniel Ray
in 1831, and Danicl in 1834,
Both Nathanicl and Daniel fol-
lowed in the Weston fumily's
interest in shipbuilding by be-
coming ship caulkers,

The full Cupe Cod, which
John Jr, built, had the traditional
two windows on cither side of
the central front door. Unlike
the house his father grew up in,
however, this Cape's windows
did not touch the eaves, which
allowed for higher ceilings.

John Jr.'s house also differed
from the many Capes found
along Surplus Street sinceit did
nol maintain a center chimney,
An alder building added (o the
rear of the housc already
boasted a large fireplace for
cooking, enabling John Jr. to
build his fircpluces on either
end of the house- a lovely and
more heat efficient leature, The

climination of a center chimney

also allowed John Jr. to build
his stairway straight up without
the pitch found in most Cape
Codls, another "novelly” lor the
time period.

The cll is particularly inter-
esting since its materials and
structure indicate o much older
building than the main part of
the house. In this cll there is a
largze hesrth with o full wall of
beautilul exposed bricks. Built
into the right side of the fire-
plawe is another Fascinating fe-
tre, “Here inside this hole wis
acopiper basin that was used o
wash the Taundry,” noted the
currenl owner Dr. Allen Lahey.
With so many children, Hannah
Weston must have stood ofien
in front of this copper basin
scrubbing the family's clothes
in water warmed by the lurge
hearth,

et N AN
Copper laundry hasin of the John
Woeslon, Jr. House

a substantial price for his
Duxbury property. $1.089, re-
Necting the condition and size
of the house, and (he substan-
tial acreage.  Another Weston,
Gershom Bradford Weston, the
son of Ezra. Weston 1 also
known as “King Cacsar’, pur-
chased  John's  property.
Gershom was John's third
cousin. He never resided here
on Surplus Street- the purclise
was purely for business pur-
pﬂ.‘-\‘}i.

Captaan Sylvester, wha
sailed many of the Weston ves-
sels, later purchised the prop-
erty, which remained in the
Eldridge family until 1875
when it was sold to Scih
Weston,

Although Scth was a sum-
mer resident, his lincage goes
hack to the original Duxbury
Weston settler, Edmund, the
lather of John Weston who re-
ceived the land grant in 1696,
Seth Weston was o successlul
builder and contractor, whi of-
ten relerred Lo the summer resi-
dence us hi

1t remained in this family
until 1923 when the Weston
awnership in the property
ended. Whitt is most amazing

A wonderlul space in the
John Weston Jr, house is the
keeping room, now a dining
room, which boasts twelve
doors all with their original
lurge black hinges and latches.
These Christian doors are found
on every wall and led to the
horning room, butlery, cellar,
stairs, two front parlors, storage
areas and o the outside.

Johin Jr. resided only Four-
teen years in his house on Sur-
plus Street, He, like others in
1835, was lurcd 1o East Boston
where new and larger shipyards
offered bigger pay and better
job opportunitics, Easl Boston
experienced o sudden rise in
populution duc to shiphuilding,
“which in twenty years' time

produced the linest sailing
ships that the world had ever
seen,” noted Morison, Unlike
Duxbury's bay, which wis oo
shallow for the Clipper ships,
Laist Boston produced many of

these large vessels,

John Weston, Jr. received

about this Cape Cod is the [act
the house was not winterized
until the late 1940s- it remained
virtually untouched for slmost
125 years. “There were no
plumbing, clectricity or heat
systems in the house until
then,” noted Dr. Lahey, who
purchased the house with his
wife. Jounne, in 1976,

An old photo taken in the
1940 shows the privy (oul-
house) standing in the distmee,
Even with the modern updites,
the house still maintains many
of its original features - 50
much so, that John Weston, Jr.
would recognize the lovely
Cape Cod house he built for
lis Family back in 1821,

Next week in this series, onr
Jenrey ends with a visit o a
wnique historical house along
with ald photographs taken hy
William Facey, once a resident
of Sweplns Street, whose pla-
tographic hobby left a pictorial
recond of mne of Dixlnny’s ohd-
ext patfpvavs,
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In the End

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

Last week in this series, we visited the
Weston houses whose history dates as far back
as a land grant in 1696. Now, as we end our
Journey down __ this ancient path, we

' : % will visit a unique his-
wab. torical dwelling - The
~ Ebenezer Wormall
House. Itisawell-preserved ex-
ample of early 1700 architecture.
and contains the only dining room
in town that was once Duxbury’s first school-
house.

- A pathway can be more thalljust a means
.to anend. Ttcan lead us to remarkable indi-
viduals whose photographs and stories never
die, but instead continue to educate us on the
importance of ancestral history and preserv-
ing our past.

A Journey Down Surpm Street 7’|

Cumr('n nf Polly :mrl’ ..’m'm Nash

Ebenezer Wormall
232 Surplus Street

It seems fitting to end our journey down Sur- |
plus Street with a house once owned and occu- |- -
pied by William and Marion Nash. They were |-

strong proponents of land and building preserva-

tion. William, or Bill as everyone in town called |
him, was the president of the Duxbury Rural and |

continued on page 18-
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A Journey Down Surplus Street

continued Irom page one

Historical Socicty (DR&HS)
from 1963 through 1965. He
“sparked the drive” to purchase
the King Caesar House, now a
muscum house of the DR&HS,
while Marion would spear head
ihe new gardens of the King
Cacsar House, bringing in ex-
perts on historic gardening, and
then planting with the Garden
Committee the appropriate
plants und Nowers, She would
spend endless hours caring for
ihe society's gardens, The Gar-
den Committee placed an en-
craved stepping stone leading
tothe King Coesur House's gar-
dens in her memory after her
dealyin 1975, A ree wirs also
planted in front of the King
Cuaesar House to recognize
Marion Nash. lts plague has
hecome embedded in the trunk
s the tree continues lo grow
and honor a woman dedicated
to plants and preservation.
Soon after purchasing the
Ebenczer Wormall house,

This plaqua hannrlnu Muinn
Mash Is tound In the steps lead-
ing 1o the King Caesar House's
gardens.

Pliter By Detwora Babin Kar:

Bill and Marion Nash on Duxbury Beach.

Contiesy aof Polly cod Joh Nasls

i 'ii!ladl;ack[ro' Ab
Carhioung Coveiee

cable | rt}[h ‘Brest,

known then s the Nabby
Brewster House, Bill Nush set
outl on a mission to rescarch
their old house and large barn,
He would not give up until he
had turned every page of lown
records and uncovered any
deed reluted 1o the property.
“He was so excited when he
found in the March 14, 1736
Town Record, the transfer of
the town's school house build-
ing 1o Ebenczer Wormall. He
rn home, climbed through a
small opening, no bigger than
a shoe box, in the ceiling of the
dining room and began taking
mewsurements,” recalled Polly

Nash, his daughter-in-law, Not
surprising the old school
house's measurements, docu-
mented as T8 feet long, 15 feet
witle sl six Feet hetween the
joints, matched exuctly to the
dining room of the Ebenczer
Waormall house,

While in the attic Nash ook
notes on the materials and con-
struction, commenting on the
exposed, rough sawed pine
plunking and lack of nail holes,
which would mean the build-
ing had been moved in its en-
tirety and attached to the main
house, not dismantled.  Nash
also observed the rafters as be-
ing more than six feet apart and
some of them “simply tree
trunks, mounded in shape from
which bark has been removed.”
He also found a treasure in the
western caves- a hand-made
shultle used in weaving.

The Ehnnmr Wormall House built In 1736. The middle parllnn was

once _D_u;pu n's Iin! gc_h_n plhouse..

Photo By -Shelly Babin -

When Bill and Marion Nash
purchased the house in 1946,
Bill was working as the Busi-
ness Manager of Milion Acad-
ey, e Tind grhiated rom
Hiwrvard in 1913, served in the
Navy during World War |, and
then worked in the wool manu-
facturing business until the
Greal Depression when he lost
his job. “Those who lived
through it know what a real fi-
nancial crisis is. Stores closed,
people were paid in 10U’s, and
the banks shut their doors.
Nothing like it has happened
since,” said Nash at age 90
years old during an intcrvicw
with  reporter  Nancy
McCafferty for the Dusbury
Clipper. Marion and Bill werc
very frugal people, they had
survived the Depression, noted
Polly Nash who described her
mother-in-law making her own
soap and using every part of a
chicken to stretch the meals it
could provide.

One day, Marion and Bill
Nash received a call from an
old friend and realtor, Percy
Walker, uboul the Ebenczer
Wormall House. The couple (el
in love with the ten-acre prop-
erty and began their plans to
retire there. "It quickly became
Iheir pre-retirement project und
a campaign o restore it," noted
their son John Mash.

They would add a small
bedroom on the first floor. In
keeping with the antiquity of
the house, Bill Nash purchased
with & fricnd an old barn in
Marshficld. 1t cost me one
dollar; of course, dismantling
cost much more,” he once re-
marked. Nash had all the

rising: William Facey,

:ir'\ o

¥ !Jhe h_lmne.\s

by Willlam 3

mlcd !here until fter World War 1.
[ ol nt'qul how ihe suceess of the Ircm.h
i q France o the shores of Dulhu:y_
Byt fatgely due 1o “the knowledge gained and tho equipineht.
‘s and fcchmqucs pul'r.ucd during the laying ol an curlier trans,
, 'éa cnblc‘bctwccn Ircland and Newfoundland.” 1t is not

"suéme. old stuff and quickly recognized its jnportance,
*in the eaves of the house, was a box filled with glass
éa'amnega:wcs which former owner William Facey had taken
ring the tum ol the last century. This collection, depicting

i own and its peop!:. would prove lo be one of Duxbury’s

most valuable picto-
rial records.
William Facey
camc (o Duxbury
i from Si. Johns, New-
1 Toundland, in 188410
work as a telegrapher
for the French Atlan-
tic Cable whose of-
fice was localed on
| Washington Street, in
the Tormer Duxbury
| Bank built by Eara
| Weston. Iein 1833,
“The Erench Atlnntlc'

'nl fhe -

‘shores cI‘Dunhury in_.

ax b o st line, of directh)

'l;lmnrmcam il _u.a ana lulhe Umled States. 'T]u: cuh[c"’

puni. mllwhodul’ |
axtended in i tredch up,
__nolcd MFranklin K.

ims. Hill

" Cable arrived-on the .

1869, héccminq the i

Kon“of Samuel Facey and’ Ellz.a» d

peth Vye.came from Newfoundland to work as a telegraphier
fqulu.l rench Atlantic Cable, Perhaps his family had worked
: )‘nr the Imnsullanuc cable' there, apurkmg Fnccy s

interest in-

He was lwcmy yeurs nhl when he .lnm.d in mehury,

Lt rcntlng at the Ben-
; Basworth

|unh| it'became a
: sumnx:r inn called, -
;}I‘é& Cottage. by-the . 8
]3 i _:
In 1‘892 William
F’::ccy “married.;

c‘rm

s othmg

tion frgni e’ Surplua

e PR G NIRRT

W

L3

s cahls Hnuu on Wuhlnntnn stmt
‘whers Flf.er wori;ilor 45 yoars, o

IC h!ng_lhc
ih fsé?fpamiie;g'}‘y o
“*ind Joshuw AL £

Custung She grow up not [.:r from Surplu-i Street, ot !H
gwm'ungion Street, in the, I'.muly home where seven gencra-
. of | Cu‘hmgs h.:d lived.

vasan atctioneer and rcnI éslatq agenlw who owned the builds/
i;lg ut the torner of Water Streét and Washington Street “hcn:

““Her I'alhc:. Joshua Cushingy’

e ran Tis business,” noted researcher Ann Nnyu

-Soon after. William and Mabel's marriage, (he couple
1033 Siirplus Street where they raised threc children,
Iwm Thomas bori on September 12 1895, Elizabet Lyon
homﬁpnl 15,1901, and their youngest son, Kenneth Br n.iford

lium Facel, knows for his story fellinig s Rumdr. wils.

o' mitract people of all ages. “One day my son came

hoh.’ung a biuwn, puper bag und suid, "Mr. Fuacey told
o "

ih acey born on June 29, 1904.
:""sg-
é’lp_; ; doriu:hole! Mom.*

i opcrjod thé ba
ich’ my son wpl];d laughing?

i Richards, & long time Surplus Strcei rcatuknt. 2
bel Facey also drew the aticntion of the yuun{gcr gen-

and Wnslﬁugtnn ‘Stree(:ared- oty

; hrou;,h humar but with her baking. "“When [was a liule girl,
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planks cleaned, reusing them to
build the addition.

When Ebenezer Wormall
purchased this land from
Nathaniel Chandler in 1736, he

# built a simple and small dwell-

ing, which today is the front
section of the house, He was
already married to Elizabeth
Briggs and had three children,
Kezia born in 1718, Betty born
in 1720 and Abiah in 1725,
“The house is what is known
as u *plank’ house construcied
ol vertically placed rough
sawed pine boards; shingles on
the outside und plaster within,”
noted William Nash in 1971,
Ebenezer was a farmer, like
most living in Duxbury in the
carly 1700s. This expansive
land must have provided plenty
of space for his caltle lo gruze.
The dute of the large barn lo-
cated in the rear of property -
larger than the dwelling house-
is unknown, but its structure is
very old and is recorded in
deeds as early as 1796. The
privy, or outhouse as we call it
today, is located inside the barm
with a door facing the rear of

3 . 2

The granite monument marks lhe
location of the lirst schoolhouse,
which was buill along Tremon!
S1. and later moved and attached
1o the Ebenézer Wormall House.
Pl by Debara Babin Katz

- Part X: In th
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The “two-sealer” privy of the Ebenezer Wormall House s

located in
Phata By Shelly Rabin

Duxbury. He became a leacher
in Boston, and met his future
wife, Marianne, at a baseball
game at Train Field in Duxbury
where he was playing onc
cvening.

Marianne often visited the
Ebenezer Wormall house with
her husband and children, stay-
ing over sometimes in the small
bedroom on the western side of
the original part of the house.

The Hanigan's loved the

property. Thearesa Hanigan
was known as a “lerrilic housc-
keeper” who always made you
wipe your feet hefore entering
the house,” noted Marianne
Hanigan.

A large brick well located
close to the northeast-end of the
house, just outside the kitchen
window, still funclions today
and provides water for the
lawn. **We use to store the but-
ter in the big well, and would

the house. It is a “two seater”
which was common in houses
with many family members. A
poem by James Whitcomb
Riley hangs in the privy, placed
there by Bill Nagh as a testa-
ment of his humor, (See pho-
os)

“l remember the barn was
full of old furniture when my
mother and father-in law lived
there in the 1920s,” recalled
Marianne Hanigan in a recent
interview with the Clipper.
Marianne, now 97 years old,
married William Hanigan in
1929, He was the only child of
Thearesa and Thomas Hanigan
who had purchased the
Ebenezer Wormall house, barn
and 9 3/4 acres for $800in 1919
from James E. Cashman. Tho-
mas Hanigan worked for the
Old Colony Railroad as a ticket
collector, recalled Marianne
Hanigan. “Thearesa and Tho-
mas were lovely people, and so
gracious,” she added,

"Their son William was a
bright young man, graduating
from Partridge Academy in

_continued on next page

The Passing of the Backhouse
By James Whitcomb Riley (1649 - 1916)

When memory keeps me company and moves to smiles or tears,
A weather-bealen object looms through the mist of years,

Behind the house and barn it stood, a hall a mile or more,

And hurrying feet a path had made, straight to its swinging door.
Its architecture was a type of simple classic art

But In the tragedy of life it played a leading part;

And oft the passing traveler drove slow and heaved a sigh

To see the modest hired girl slip oul with glances shy.

We had our posey garden that the women loved 5o well,

| loved It too, but better still | loved the stronger smell

That filled the evening breezes so full of homely cheer

And told the night-o'ertaken tramp that human life was near.
On lazy August afternoons, it made a better bower
Delightful, when grandfather sat and while away an hour,
For there the summer morning its every charm entwined,
And the berry bushes reddened in the teeming soil behind.

Al day fal spiders spun their webs to catch the buzzing flies,
That flitted to and from the house where ma was baking pies.
And once a swatm of horels bold, had built a palace there

And stung my unsuspecting aunt — | must not tell you where,
Then father look a llaming pole — thal was a happy day,

He neatly burned the building up, but the hormels lell fo slay
When summer bloom began to fade and winter carouse

We banked the ittle bullding up with a heap of hemlock boughs.

But when the crus! was on the snow and the sullen skies were gray,
In winter the bullding was no place where we could wish 1o stay.
We did our duties promptly, there one purpose swayed our mind,
We tarried not, nor lingered long on whal we left behind,

The torture of the icy seat could make a Spartan sob

For needs must scrape the goose-Tlesh with a lacerating cob,

That from a Irost incrusted nall, was suspended by a slring,

My father was a frugal man and wasted not a thing.

When grandpa had to go cut back and make his morning call,
We'd bundle up the dear old-man with a mutfler and a shawt -

| know the hole on which he sat — ‘twas padded all around,

And once | dared to sit there - 'twas all loa wide | found

My loins were all too little and | jack-knifed there 1o stay;

They had lo come and get me out, or |'d passed away.

Then father said ambition was a thing that boys should shun
And | must use the children's hole ‘till childhood days were done.

But still | marvel at the craft that cut those holes 50 true,

The baby hole and the slender hole that filted sister Sue, -
That dear old country land-mark; I've tramped around d bit,
And in the lap of luxury my lot has been fo sit,

But ere | die 'l eat the fruil of trees | robbed of youre,

Then seek the shanty where my name Is carved upon the door,
1 ween the old familiar sme!l will spothe my haded soul,

I'm now a man but none the less Il try the children's hole.
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Plato By Shelly Babin

In the End

continued from previous page

hoist the pail up and down
when we needed the butter,”
recalled Hanigan. Those who
grew up on Surplus Streel also
remember this well, as they
would often stop on their way
toschool for a drink from Aunt
MNabhy's well

Aunt Nabby was Abigail
Sampson Brewsler. She was
the daughter of Isaac and
Abigail Sampson, and was born
in the house in 1801. The pur-
chase of the house by Isaac
Sampson in 1796 was the be-
ginning of a 103-ycur owner-
ship in the property by the
Sampson-Brewster family.
Isaue Sampson had purchased
he Ebenezer Wormall house
Tor 546 dollars in 1796 from
Lot Hunt, aomariner who hid
mirred Mary Samsonin 1750,
Lot and Mary Hunt had raised
six children in the house afler
purchasing it in 1778 from
Consider Thomas, a black-
stith,

During the Revolutionary
War, Lot Hunt commanded the
schooner Olive, owned by Cap-
tain Nathaniel Winsor, with
Thomas Sampson and William
Winsor. ‘The British forty-gun
ship, Chatham, seized the OI-
ive but later released the
Duxbury crew, “with the loss
of their mainsail, which the en-
emy retained,” noted Justin
Winsor,

Prior 1o Lot Hunt’s owner-
ship in the property, a
cordwainer (cobbler) named
John Prior lived in the house
from,1772 10 1778. John Prior

had purchased the property lor
2 shillings from George Ussel
who worked as a blacksmith,
Ussel bought the 8 acres of land
with “buildings, lencing and or-
chards thereon™ from Thomas
Prince, ucting as administrator
for Ebenezer Wormal's estate,
back in 1748. Ussel with his
wile Mary lunl one daughier,
Molly, belore they moved into
the house. Unfortunately,
Molly died of consumption at
theageof 18 years, and the fol-
lowing yearin 1757 her mother
Mary passed away at the age of
forty. George remarried within
the year to Mercy Osyer who
came lo live in the Ebencuzer
Wormall house.

From farmer, 1o blicksmith,
to shocmuker, o mariners, and
then to a rilioad worker, this
howse is o wonderful example
of all the enterprises which suis-
tuined those who lived on Sur-
plus Street,

Inthe end...

Surplus Street boasts some
ol the wwn's most beautifully
maintained historical homes,
barns, fences and other out-
buildings. This is largely due to
its residents, both past and
present, who, like Marion and
Bill Nash, recognize the impor-
tance of preservation und cher-
ish this road which once led to
the Meetinghouse and salt
marshes. In the beginning, it

was just a well worn Native
American trail, then a dirt cart
path, later a graveled road, and
today a paved street; but in the
end, it is really an historical
jouncy down one of Duxbury's
oldest pathways.

Paradise is where [ am...
Voltaire

COME IN AND
DISCOVER A NEW

.. UNIQUE CONCEPRPT
IN GODY MASSAGE.

If your time is valuable, this is the massage for you!
10 minufes for $10.00
From the tips of your foes lo your neck, you'll feel

relaxed, limber, loose & healthy!
Increase drculafion and relleve muscular paln

& * *
.*0 L - '.

+ No appointment needed
+ Stay fully clothed
* Equivalent to a 45 minule massage
+ Greal for all ages
* Designed by a Chiropractor
* GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

EArti Tones HAIR SALON
181.934.7909

1502 Tremont Street * Duxbury (intersection of RL3A and R1. 139)
HOUNS: Tues. 9-5/Wed., Thur. 9-9/ Fri. 0-5/ Saf. 8-4

LIVE LOBSTERS All Sizes Available
Fresh Saimon Filets Prince Edward Island Mussels
Fresh Saimon Sleaks Maine Pfau've Steamers
Fresh Haibut Fiets i’e“;‘ g}“‘eb’fc"o?:t“‘s
Fresh Halbut Steaks oS LY LYIoR. .
Fresh Nalive Swordfish Sleaks PR ol Srph T
Fresh Tuna Steaks Fish Cakes
Fresh Scallops Jumbo Cooked Shrimp
Fresh Lobster Meal Fli*' Chwdﬁf Large Cooked Shrimp
Fresh Crabmeat Sgal?:;:amrer Colossal Large Shrimp
Large Selection of Shelilish Lobster Bisque Fresh Native Haddock Fillel
Fresh Native Cod Fillet Frash Native Grey Sole Fillet

'WE'NOW HAVE LOBSTER SALAD/ =

SPECIALS|

FRESH ALL MEAT LOBSTER ROLLS |
WITH A BAG:OF CAPE COD CHIPS T0 GO..
‘Great for a beach lunch or easy dinner!

BLUE FISH HAVE ARRIVED! » $6.99/LB.

Fresh Local Striped Bass * $11.99/Ib.

S) » DUXBURY

<2

RAILROAD AVE. (ACROSS PROM FARFAR®

934-9494
Open 7 Days * Mon.-Sat. 9am-7pny Sun. Ham-Gpm

VISA




